2005 LEGISLATIVE UPDATE

Virginia Association of Chiefs of Police

Retirement/Benefits
	Bill
	Description
	Action
	Patron

	HB 1121
	Law Officers’ Retirement System – election of benefits by member 
	Failed
	Weatherholtz

	HB 1497
	Changes in benefits to Virginia Law Officers’ Retirement System – supplemental allowance currently paid to certain members upon retirement until age 65 to be paid until Social Security age
	Failed
	Wright

	HB 1521
	Increase retirement allowance for state employees and law-enforcement officers – increase percentage of average final compensation multiplied by amount of credible service from 1.7 to 2.0 for years of service in excess of 25 years for state employees and from 2.0 to 2.3 for state law-enforcement officers
	Failed
	Callahan

	HB 1626
	Remove health insurance credits cap for retired state employees – removes monthly health insurance credit cap of $120 for retired state employees
	Failed
	Putney

	HB 1627
	Increase health insurance credits and removes cap for retired state employees – increase monthly credit from $4/year of creditable service to $6/year of creditable service and remove max. monthly cap of $120
	Failed
	Putney

	HB 1637
	Change in benefits to State Police Officers’ and Law Officers’ Retirement System
	Inc. into HB 2660

(failed)
	Callahan

	HB 1673
	Include juvenile probation and parole officers to membership in Law Officers’ Retirement System
	Failed
	Cosgrove

	HB 1699
	Add juvenile and probation and parole officers as members of Virginia Law Officers’ Retirement System (VaLORS)
	Failed
	Spruill

	HB 1704
	Add full-time employees of any legal aid office in Commonwealth to membership in Virginia Retirement System
	Failed
	Kilgore

	HB 1866
	Increase health insurance credits for certain state and local retirees – increase monthly health insurance credits provided to local and state employees retiring with 25+ years of creditable service to $7/year of creditable service not to exceed maximum of $210/month
	Inc. into HB 1627 (failed)
	Morgan

	HB 1926
	Long term disability health insurance credits for retired state employees – state employees participating in defined contribution plans receiving long-term disability receive max health insurance credit (current max. $120/mo.)
	Passed
	Tata

	HB 1985
	Membership in Virginia Law Officers’ Retirement System – adds probation and parole officers employed by Dept. of Juvenile Justice to membership in Virginia Law Officers’ Retirement System
	Failed
	Griffith

	HB 2183
	Participation of members of city council in Virginia Retirement System – allows member of city council to continue to receive retirement allowance based on creditable service for a position other than as member of city council
	Failed
	Tata

	HB 2396
	Membership in Virginia Retirement System – includes DMV part-time and contract employees in Virginia Retirement System
	Failed
	Phillips

	HB 2594
	Include deputy sheriffs as members in Virginia Law Officers’ Retirement System under certain conditions, including election of such by respective sheriff – funding provided by Compensation Board
	Inc. into HB 2660

(failed)
	Weatherholtz

	HB 2660
	Changes in retirement benefits to State Police Officers’ and Law Officers’ Retirement Systems – increase from 1.7 to 2.7% of average final compensation multiplied by years of creditable service, delete supplemental allowance currently paid to members upon retirement until Social Security retirement age.
	Failed
	McDonnell

	SB 164
	Include juvenile probation and parole officers as members of Virginia Law Officers’ Retirement System
	Failed
	Colgan

	SB 696
	Change in Virginia Law Officers’ Retirement System Benefits – provides supplemental allowance currently paid to certain members upon retirement until age 65 instead be paid until Social Security retirement age
	Failed
	Ruff

	SB 727
	Increase health insurance credits and removes cap for retired state employees – increase monthly health insurance credits provided to retired state employees from $4/yr of creditable service to $6/year of creditable service and removes max. monthly cap of $120
	Failed
	Potts

	SB 840
	Add probation officers, supervisory probation officers, and directors of court service units to Virginia Law Enforcement Officers’ Retirement System
	Failed
	Deeds

	SB 1043
	Increase health insurance credit for state employees to $6/month for year of creditable service, monthly credit not to exceed $180/month
	Failed
	Martin

	SB 1073
	Creates defined contribution plan as alternative to current defined benefit retirement plans
	Failed
	Cuccinelli

	SB 1152
	Makes deputy sheriffs members of Virginia Law Officers’ Retirement System (VaLORS) by election of the county or city for whom the deputy sheriffs serve
	Failed
	Stolle


	SB 1221
	Adds juvenile probation and parole officers as members of Virginia Law Officers’ Retirement System (VaLORS)
	Failed
	Colgan

	SB 1340
	Add hazardous materials response specialist officers employed by Virginia Department o f Energy Management to membership in Virginia Law Officers’ Retirement System (VaLORS)
	Failed
	Puckett


Criminal Justice and Other Issues

	Bill
	Description
	Action
	Patron

	HB 1574
	Limits use of High Occupancy Vehicle (HOV) lanes by certain law enforcement vehicles – limit use by Virginia State Police, Virginia Sheriffs, and Virginia local law-enforcement agency vehicles
	Failed
	Albo

	HB 1605
	Allow use of amber warning lights by neighborhood watch patrol vehicles
	Passed
	Baskerville

	HB 1625
	Prohibit issuance of driver’s license and learner’s permits to people incapable of English communication – applies to both new issuances and renewals
	Failed
	Marshall

	HB 1911
	Allowance of certain colors for sheriffs and sheriff deputies uniforms – allows sheriffs and deputies to wear any uniform that makes them easily identifiable to public and as long as design and style approved by sheriff and worn in accordance with established policies
	Passed
	Orrock

	HB 1978
	Certification for transfer of machine guns must be provided within 15 days – removes presumption that possession of machine gun is for an offensive or aggressive purpose if not on the possessor’s residence or business property; allows owner to keep a copy of the registration certificate for the machine gun rather than original certificate
	Failed
	Janis

	HB 1981
	“Droopy drawers” bill: Exposing below-waist undergarments in an offensive manner - $50 civil penalty
	Failed
	Howell

	HB 2060
	Exempt law enforcement officers from limit of purchasing 1 handgun per 30 day period
	Passed
	Rust

	HB 2107
	Leaving certain children unattended in motor vehicles – any parent or adult responsible for the care of a child under 6 years old subject to $100 civil penalty for leaving child unattended in a motor vehicle
	Failed
	McQuigg

	HB 2126
	High speed pursuit policy mandate
	Failed
	Eisenberg


	HB 2216
	Creates Department of Forensic Science (within executive branch of state government),  Forensic Science Board, and Scientific Advisory Board – abolishes Division of Forensic Science within Department of Criminal Justice
	Passed
	Albo

	HB 2342
	Special license plates to current and former law enforcement chaplains – and graduates of Merchant Marine Academy and supporters of On the Rebound Bulldog Rescue Foundation
	Passed
	Putney

	HB 2535
	Possession of firearms on school property – person with valid firearms permit allowed on school property while in vehicle in parking lot
	Passed
	Ingram

	HB 2637
	Allow issuance of Certificate for Driving to people unable to establish legal presence in United States – to be used for driving purposes only
	Failed –

STUDY
	Ebbin

	HB 2897/ SB 1343
	Establish rules and regulations concerning weapons on property of higher education institutions
	Failed
	Eisenberg 

Lambert

	HB 2249
	Distribution of materials to and solicitation of funds from motorists on secondary highways; The Virginia Department of Transportation may regulate activities within such streets and highways under its jurisdiction, subject to regulations promulgated by the Commonwealth Transportation Board.  Nothing in this section shall be construed to allow any locality to permit activities within any highway under the maintenance and operational jurisdiction of the Virginia Department of Transportation.
	Passed
	Bell

	SB 873
	Expands the current overtime compensation provisions for fire protection employees to certain law-enforcement employees. Certain law-enforcement employees shall be required to be paid overtime at a rate of not less than 1 ½ times the employee's regular rate of pay for all hours of work between the statutory maximum permitted under 29 U.S.C. 207 (k) and the hours for which an employee receives his salary, or if paid on an hourly basis, the hours for which the employee receives hourly compensation. A law-enforcement employee who is paid on an hourly basis shall have paid leave counted as hours of work in an amount no greater than the numbers of hours counted for other law-enforcement employees working the same schedule who are paid on a salaried basis in that jurisdiction. Amended to exempt agencies with fewer than 100 employees
	Passed
	Cuccinelli


Traffic Safety
	Bill
	Description
	Action
	Patron

	HB 1576
	Requires persons involved in accident to provide license plate number and state of registration
	Failed
	Reese

	HB 1756
	Involuntary manslaughter while driving watercraft or motorboat intoxicated
	Passed
	Janis

	HB 1896
	Makes it a violation of the DUI statute to drive with specified levels of the following illegal drugs in one's blood: cocaine, methamphetamine, phencyclidine (PCP) and 3,4-methylenedioxymethamphetamine (MDMA ecstasy).  
	Passed
	Carrico

	HB 1983
	Prohibits video display in motor vehicles in view of driver – prohibits operators of motor vehicles to display motion picture or video display forward of driver’s seat or any other location within view of driver while operating vehicle
	Passed
	Howell

	SB 925
	Prohibits obscene video display in motor vehicles – unlawful (class 4 misdemeanor and fine up to $250) for operator of motor vehicle on public highway to display motion picture or video display that is obscene if it can be seen by people outside vehicle
	Passed
	Blevins

	SB 901
	Primary Seat Belt Bill – makes safety belt violations primary offenses; requires all passengers be belted not just those in front seats
	Failed
	Norment

	SB 966
	Changes in provisions of provisional driver’s licenses – eliminates provision that time-of-day and number of passenger limitations are “secondary offenses” bans use of cellular telephones and wireless telecommunication devices by holders of provisional license
	Failed
	O’Brien

	SB 980
	Improper driving penalty – provides person may be charged with improper driving when conduct is that which constitutes reckless driving but when degree of culpability is slight
	Failed
	O’Brien


OTHER LEGISLATIVE ISSUES:

· Mopeds: all bills tabled, will be studied by joint legislative transportation committees.
· Noise abatement: bills failed, localities encouraged to examine use of nuisance laws and ordinances.
· All bills to continue the photo red technology projects failed; programs must end by end of June, 2005.
· Several legislators are retiring, including: Weatherholz, Van Landingham, McDonnell, Louderback, Dillard; Pollard.
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